Comparison of immunogenicity and reactogenicity of a measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine in German children vaccinated at 9-11, 12-14 or 15-17 months of age.
Children aged 9-11, 12-14 or 15-17 months, respectively were vaccinated with a measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine and serum antibody responses and reactogenicity were compared. The data of 118 children could be analysed (group 1=9-11 months, n=46; group 2=12-14 months, n=29, group 3, 15-17 months, n=43). The only significant difference observed was for seroconversion against measles virus between group 1 and group 3 (84.8% vs 100%, p=0.012). No serious adverse events were reported. Local side reactions were mild, infrequent and independent of age. Immunisation against MMR is safe and effective even when administered before the currently recommended age of 12 months.